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THE USE THE CADUCEUS THE INSIGNIA THE 
ARMY MEDICAL OFFICER. 


“Caduceus pacis signum.” Varro: Vita Populi Romani, lib. IT. 
“And Mercury, lose all the serpentine craft thy caduceus.” Shakespeare: 
Troilus and Cressida, Act II, 


The caduceus originated Assyro-Babylonian symbol, and was 
one the few things which was carried over from the civilizations 
Sumer and Accad into the cults Greece and Rome. The earliest 
specimen known occurs libation vase date about 3500 C., 
found Telloh (Lagash), and now the Louvre. consists rod 
entwined with two serpents and flanked two griffins. represents 
the god Ningishzida, who was the messenger the mother goddess 
Ishtar and the awakener life and vegetation the springtime.* 
the light such vast research the “Golden Bough,” the functions, 
some the functions, such deity were indubitably medical; for, 
even medicine today touches every phase human activity one 
point another, so, prehistoric times, god, king, hero, priest 
magician usually had medical functions among his other powers. 
Medicine was only one phase set magic processes, power over 
which made the individual great Shaman medicine his 
celestial his infernal aspect, any god might either promoter 
destroyer human prosperity, efficiency engineer Bolshevik. 
Supernatural power the same kind was groped for and grasped 
the human being who aspired leader ruler men. 
great medicine man, was necessary have first, second, the 
power which comes from superior knowledge and the ability exercise 
it. Among the Sioux Indians, one could become medicine man who 
had not passed through the ordeal known “looking the sun.” The 
candidate was stripped, bound the earth cords passing through his 
pectoral muscles and lay supine for whole day gazing the sun, while 
friends applauded his courage. Among the tribes lower status, the 
Shaman medicine man was once healer, sorcerer, seer, priest and 
educator, but civilization became more specialized given tribe, 
the healer-sorcerer becomes merged into the priest. You will remember 
Jack London’s story, Hyperborean Brew,” which clever man 
increases his prestige among Alaskan Indians setting still and 
making alcoholic beverage, but fails carry his point entirely be- 
cause did not assimilate himself also the priestlike functions the 
medicine man, which conferred leadership. Enough has been said 
bear out Frazer’s idea that early and primitive civilizations, god, king, 


Frothingham: Am. Jour. Concord, H., 1916: 
XX, 175-211. 
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hero, sorcerer, priest, sage and physician were ofttimes one and the 
same person. Hence any great medicine man had godlike attributes 
and any god was, addition other things, medicine man. 


most all ancient cultures, the snake, the emblem wisdom, 
perhaps also the emblem life, found the sign and symbol 
medicine. the hieroglyphs and symbols ancient Egypt find 
the double entwined serpents various devices, particularly the ankh 
handled cross ansata), borne many the gods; while the 
uraeus asp the crest various deities. The brazen serpent set 
pole Moses had healing powers (Numbers, xxi, and was 
called him Nehushtan Kings, xviii, 4). The serpents the 
Buddhist Tria Ratna symbol are entwined and the Swastika symbol, one 
the oldest known, was originally formed entwined serpents. 


From the Sumerian and Hittite cultures, the caduceus passed 
over Etruria and Greece. the Hellenic mythology became, 
time, the symbol Hermes Mercury, who usually regarded 
the messenger the gods, the god commerce and merchants, the god 
thieves, the underworld deity who conducted souls Hades. But 
the Greek civilization, each province city had its special local god, 
and every god was worshipped the tutelary deity number dis- 
tant localities. Mercury was born Mount Cyllene Arcadia. 
Arcadia, and the islands Lemnos, Imbros and Samothrace, find 
him worshipped the god fertility, like his Babylonian prototype. 
was thus, sense, medicine man. later Rome, find his 
symbol, the kerykeion caduceus appropriated special function- 
ary, the caduceator peace commissioner, herald sent the enemy 
with flag truce. The caduceator often referred Livy. 
said that the caduceus was borne the prows ships the Phoe- 
nician navigators, token the fact that trade and commerce are call- 
ings for which peaceful negotiations are the necessary and sufficient 
condition. The caduceus was also employed token badge the 
many secret societies existing ancient Rome (Frothingham). the 
late sixteenth century, the caduceus suddenly appears medical 
symbol the heraldic devices Sir William Butts, physician Henry 
and the Swiss medical printer Froben. Why should appear 
this relation one knows. 1556, two years after the death 
Sir William Butts, John Caius (1510-73), author the celebrated 
tract Sweating Sickness, presented Gonville and Caius College, 
Cambridge, cushion, caduceus, book and seal, which emblems 
were solemnly borne before him, when revisited the college 
March 25, 1558. his Annals the Royal College Surgeons 
(1518-72), speaks the symbolism this silver caduceus thus: 
“Nam caduceus, sive virga argentina, regendum significat mitius 
clementius, contra quam solebant olim, qui virga regebant ferrea. Pru- 
autem regendum agendumque, docent serpentes, prudentiae 
indwes.” (Annals, 42, Caius, Works, Cambridge, University Press, 
1912.) This silver caduceus still exists, and figured the plate 
opposite page the work just cited. 


After this time, there long silence the records, until 1844, 
when find the title pages books printed another medical 
publisher, Churchill London. 1856, eight years before the Geneva 
Convention, appears the chevrons hospital stewards the 
Army. There can question its use here. was obviously 
employed indicate that litter-bearers and Hospital Corps men are non- 
combatants. Later, employed the insignia the United States 
Public Health Service, and, 1902, makes its first appearance the 
uniforms medical officers the Army, one year after the 
establishment the French periodical military medicine, Caducée 
(1901). Now the coat-of-arms the Medical Corps the 
Army bears the staff with the single snake, also em- 
ployed the uniforms the Royal Army Medical but the 
caduceus which appears the collar and sometimes the sleeve 
our medical officers. Why? For the following reasons. the Army 
Regulations, the law book the Army, the functions the Medical 
Department are sharply differentiated from those the Line. They 
are the physical examination soldiers for admission retirement 
from the the preservation the health and strength the men 
means all modes sanitation and medicine order keep the 
fighting strength the command the highest point all times 
and places; and, war time, the rapid evacuation and salvage the 
wounded, order that the fighting forces not embarrassed their 
the field the march, and that they constantly 
strengthened the addition men sent back from hospital their 
various commands the front. The caduceus then, like the Red 
Cross, badge neutrality the field the open, indicating that 
the bearer non-combatant. the firing line, the medical officer, 
the Geneva Convention observed, protected his non-combatant 
status, just the caduceus-bearing herald ancient Rome was immune 
from attack. urged some that this makes the doctor, nolens 
volens, kind pacifist. But known fact that the mortality 
medical officers and enlisted men the Medical Corps high, relatively 
high that infantry. The presence medical personnel large 
numbers the front and the fighting line all wars sufficient 
answer this gibe. the recent European war some the medical 
officers the field were armed, particularly the German, and all car- 
ried automatics the battlefront. This was for self-protection and 
self-defense, need be, but the medical officer took part assaults 
attacks, unless specially directed so. otherwise would 
create chaos and confusion the management army the 
field during battle. wise, therefore, that the army medical officer 
should confined his exclusively medical functions, but there 
probably irony the symbolism, which designates the medical man 
specially peaceful person. Medicine is, under certain conditions, one 
the most disagreeable occupations. The many medical contro- 
versies the past, the many professional disputes between physicians 
all times and places, suffice show that the doctor, qualis, has 
plenty the old Adam him, and though pledged peace, can 


e 


very much fighting animal occasion. this relation, 
placed the droll position the giraffe the Jardin des Plantes—you 
recall the inscription over his cage: 


“Cet animal est bien méchant, 


“This animal very wicked, for, attacked, will defend itself.” 

sum up: The caduceus, Assyro-Babylonian symbol 
some 5500 years ago, representing god, some whose functions were 
medical, the wand the Greek Hermes, good practical 
working symbol neutrality and peaceful negotiations. therefore 
appropriate symbol for medical officers active duty war 
peace. The staff, with the single entwined serpent, which 
forms part the coat-of-arms the Medical Corps the Army, 
appropriate symbol its medical, distinguished from its 
administrative and military functions. all human probability, there- 
fore, the caduceus will continue employed the Medical Corps 
the Army, when active duty war, token its non- 
combatant functions and its neutral status the battlefield under 
the Geneva Convention international Red Cross agreement 
August 22, 1864. 


DECEASED. 


ness over two years. Miss Oakley was charge the Medical 
Library the University Syracuse, and most active member 
the Association. 


Dr. ABRAHAM died July 11, 1919, his summer home 
Lake George, Dr. Jacobi, who was his 89th year, had been 
affiliated with this Association almost from the was presi- 
dent 1905-06, and was for many years member the Finance Com- 
mittee. Frequently his interest had been manifested gifts books, 
the Exchange, and his will directed that his library 
given the New York Academy Medicine and the Exchange 
the Medical Library Association. The Academy select such books 
are required them and the balance come the Exchange. 
hoped have this gift available for distribution soon after the 
first the year. biographical sketch Dr. Jacobi will appear 
later issue the BULLETIN. 


MINUTES THE TWENTIETH ANNUAL MEETING, 
HELD ATLANTIC CITY, JUNE 1919. 


The Twentieth Annual Meeting the Medical Library Association 
was called order the Park Avenue Hall the Marborough-Blen- 
heim June the President, Dr. William Browning. 
The report the Secretary was read Dr. John and was 
moved Mr. Fisher, and seconded Mr. Frankenberger, that this 
printed the Dr. Ruhrah told the campaign for new 
individual members which had been made, and suggested that the vari- 
ous Librarians send list the doctors who are interested libra- 
ries. The Treasurer’s report was also read Dr. Ruhrah, was the 
report the editors the Mr. Joseph Wilson and Mr. 
Alfred Robert were appointed committee audit the books the 
Treasurer, and instructed report the evening meeting. There was 
special report from the Finance Membership Committees. Miss 
Noyes made report Manager the Exchange. Col. Gar- 
rison, chairman the Committee Standardizing Classification, 
moved that the report postponed until the next meeting, and sug- 
gested that would get touch with the members the committee 
and make the report then. The Secretary read letters from 
Andrews the John Crerar Library, and Dr. Gould, who ex- 
pressed regret not being able attend the meeting. Dr. Taylor 
and Mr. James Ballard were appointed nominating committee 
elect officers for the ensuing year. Miss Noyes read letter from the 
National Organization for Public Health Nursing, and asked how many 
libraries would act depositories for their material. 

The paper “The Advantages and Disadvantages the Open 
Shelves,” Mr. Charles Frankenberger, Brooklyn, was then read. 
Discussion Dr. Browning, Mr. Fisher, Mrs. Myers, Dr. Taylor, Miss 
Casey, Mr. Ballard, Miss Ray, Mr. Wilson, Colonel Garrison and Miss 
Noyes, and the Secretary was instructed place the following resolu- 
tion the minutes: “It the sense the Medical Library 
tion that not advisable advocate the open-shelf system.” This 
motion was made Mr. Fisher and duly seconded, but official vote 
was taken. The second paper the afternoon, “The Cincinnati Gen- 
eral Hospital Library,” Miss Anna Johnson, Cincinnati, was 
read Miss Noyes the absence Miss Johnson. “The Sketch 
the St. Louis Medical Society Library” was read Miss Nelka 
Casey. Medical Library University Organization,” Mr. 
Gerould, Minneapolis, and Suggestion,” Mrs. Laura 
Smith New York City were not read, both the writers were absent. 
Miss Frances Ray, Albany, read paper “Methods for Extend- 
ing the Use Medical This was discussed Mr. Robert, 
Mr. Frankenberger, Colonel Garrison, Mr. Fisher, Miss Williams, Mr. 
Ballard, Miss Noyes. Mr. Ballard gave paper “Cataloguing and 


Classifying for Medical Library,” and suggested that committee 
classifying and library administration appointed, and that all in- 
quiries referred this committee. This suggestion was seconded 
Miss Noyes. 

The meeting then adjourned. 


The meeting was called order the President, Dr. 
William Browning, who then read his address “Remarks the 
Growth and Development the Association.” The second paper 
the evening, “William Rawlins was read Miss 
Charlton Toronto. Col, Garrison gave pertinent paper 
“The Caduceus and its Use the Army, the Insignia the Med- 
ical the conclusion this, Mr. Robert asked Colonel Gar- 
rison about the “Medical History the War,” and was told that men 
all over the country were working this, and that the entire plan 
mapped out the committee charge. 

Mrs. Grace Myers then read paper “The Flying Ambu- 
Mr. Wilson reported for the Auditing Committee that the 
Treasurer’s books were found correct. Dr. Taylor reported for 
the Nominating Committee the names the following for offices the 
Association for the year 1919-1920: 

Vice-President—Dr. Streeter, Boston, Mass. 

Secretary-Treasurer—Dr. John Ruhrah, Baltimore, Md. 

Executive Committee—Mr. Perry Fisher, Philadelphia, 
Mr. James Ballard, Boston, Mr. Andrews, Chicago, 

Finance Committee—Dr. Wilson, Philadelphia, Pa.; Mr. 
Greene, Philadelphia, Pa.; Dr. Jacobi, New York City; Mr. 
Robert, New York Dr. William Browning, Brooklyn, 

Publication Committee—Dr. John Ruhrah, Baltimore, Md.; Miss 
Marcia Noyes, Baltimore, Md. 

The Secretary was instructed cast ballot and the officers were 
all duly elected. 

was moved Miss Trask, and seconded Mrs. Hibbard, that 


Dr. Osler sent telegram from the Association the 7oth 


versary his birthday. Dr. Ruhrah moved that vote thanks 
sent the Marlborough-Blenheim for their kindness allowing the 
Association meet one their committee rooms, and was in- 
structed write them letter that effect. This was seconded and 
carried. 

Under the head “Osler Reminiscences and Dr. 
read letter from Dr. Brigham, Boston, who was unable 
present, and few remarks were made Miss Noyes, Mr. Fisher, 
Colonel Garrison, Dr. Taylor, Mrs. Myers, Miss Charlton, Mr. Ballard 
and Mr. Frankenberger. topic for discussion, “The Care Re- 
prints” was discussed Mr. Fisher, Miss Noyes, Miss Ray, Colonel 
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Garrison, Mr. Ballard, Miss Casey, and “How Much Non-Medical 
Material Should Medical Library was discussed Mrs. 
Myers, Miss Noyes, Miss Ray, Mr. Ballard. 

Dr. Ruhrah moved that vote thanks given the retiring 
President. 

The meeting then adjourned, and the members were guests the 
President buffet supper. 

The following list those who registered present: Miss 
Charlton, Toronto; Mrs. Grace Myers and Mr. James Bal- 
lard, Boston; Miss Edyth Miller, Miss Lillia Trask, Mr. 
Alfred Robert, Miss Elizabeth Schramm and Mr. Paul Hoeber, 
New York City; Miss Helen Tiesler and Mrs. Maud Mellish, 
Rochester, Minn.; Mrs. Bentley, Augusta, Ga.; Mr. Charles Perry 
Fisher, Mr. Joseph Wilson, Mr. Greene, Philadelphia; Miss 
Margaret Brinton, New Haven; Dr. William Browning, Miss Catherine 
Browning, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Frankenberger, Miss Nelka 
Casey and Mrs. Casey, St. Louis; Mrs. Rosa Hibbard, Kansas 
Miss Capper and Hobson, Chicago; Dr. Getchell and 
Miss Getchell, Miss Frances Ray, Miss Mary Williams, 
Albany Col. Francis Winter and Lieut.-Col. Garrison, Wash- 
ington; Mrs. Ruth Lee Briscoe, Miss Minnie Blogg, Dr. and Mrs. 
Alexius McGlannan, Dr. John Ruhrah, Miss Marcia Noyes and Miss 
Jean Reid Baltimore; Dr. and Mrs. Taylor and Miss 
Taylor Wilkes-Barre, and Dr. Rudolph Matas, New Orleans. 

The following new members were 

Library the University California Medical School, and 
Parnassus Avenues, San Francisco, Cal. 

Green County Medical Society Library, Springfield, Mo. 

Grosvenor Library, New York Medical Department, Buffalo, 

School Hygiene and Public Health, 310 Monument Street, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Trudeau Sanatorium Medical Library, Trudeau, 

San Diego Medical Library Association, American Building, San 
Diego, Cal. Reinstated. 


THE COMMITTEE LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr. James Ballard was appointed the incoming president 
chairman this committee, other members Mr. Perry 
Dr. John and the President, Lieut.-Col. Garrison, ex- 
officio. This committee was the direct outgrowth Mr. Ballard’s 
paper, and because numberless inquiries that were received head- 
quarters and members regarding methods use. This committee 
will assist members with their problems and should ‘especially helpful 
those who are taking medical library work new field. The 
chairman invites correspondence relative the work the committee 
and asks for suggestions and queries for consideration, 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 
June 1918—December 31, 1918. 
Receipts 
Balance Seaboard Bank June $497.20 
Adams Express Co., lost 5.00 
$543.20 
Expenses 
64.08 
Washington trip for Exchange material............. 17.67 
$402.30 
$543.20 
Receipts 
Balance Seaboard Bank January $140.90 
510.00 
170.00 
$820.90 
Expenses 
30.00 
10.15 
Expenses Atlantic City 30.00 
$369.80 
$820.90 


SECRETARY’S REPORT. 


have library members, which have joined the last 
year. One former member has been reinstated, and member has re- 
signed. There are individual members, having resigned the last 
year. Forty-eight libraries have paid for 1919 and individuals. 
There one library member arrears for 1918 and under suspension. 

One individual member has resigned. 

Five new library members. 

One library member reinstated. 

One library member susppended. 

One library member resigned. 


REPORT EDITORS THE BULLETIN. 


Cost Publication. 


$194.00 


MANAGER THE EXCHANGE. 


The material distributed this past year has been the very first 
quality, and the largest bulk bound volumes for some years. 
the miscellaneous unbound material was smaller than usual makes 
lower total, although the actual commercial value has been high. 
are deeply indebted three libraries for splendid gifts. The Surgeon 
General’s Library gave 184 bound volumes, 3396 unbound journals 
and pamphlets. The John Crerar Library supplied the material 
sent out our June and July list for 1918, and for March, 1919. The 
Boston Medical Library sent five large cases, which unfortunately were 
not counted, but comprised parts two large lists distributed through 


headquarters. 
Distributions sent from 


some instances only one two items were sent, but others 
the number has been the hundreds, and many most appreciative 
letters have been received acknowledgement, and but one complaint. 


The larger proportion recipients not acknowledge promptly, 


all. 
One fact think should noted, and that that library 


entitled ask for duplicate copy book without specifying that 
same would duplicate their library the request. only 
fair that the library requiring first copy should given preference 
and has been matter great surprise that much material 
asked for some the better equipped libraries. The general lack 
assistance the medical library world, owing the war, and the 
culties experienced shipping has lessened the exchange among libra- 
ries, and report contains only portion what has been done. 


The libraries receiving material from the Monthly Exchange lists 
and also having some their supplied, were follows: 
American Association Study and Prevention Infant Mortality. 
Boston Medical Library. 

Cincinnati Hospital Medical Library. 

Cleveland Medical Library Association. 

Clifton Springs Medical Library. 

College Medicine, Syracuse University. 

College Physicians and Surgeons, New York. 

College Physicians, Philadelphia. 

Hahnemann Medical College Library. 

Harvard Medical School Library. 

Hennepin County Medical Society Library. 

John Crerar Library. 

Johns Hopkins Hospital Library. 

Johns Hopkins University, School Hygiene and Public Health. 
Kansas City Medical Library Club. 

Kings County Medical Society Library. 

Lane Medical Library. 

Luzerne County Medical Library. 

McGill Medical Library. 

Mayo Clinic Library. 

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty Maryland Library. 
Medical College Virginia Library. 

Municipal Laboratory, Savannah, Ga. 

New York Academy Medicine. 

New York State Department Health, Div. Laboratories and Research. 
New York State Library, Medical Department. 

Peking Union Medical College. 

Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research. 

Rockefeller Foundation Library. 

Rush Medical College Library. 

St. Louis Medical Society Library. 

State University lowa. 

Treadwell Library. 

University Georgia, Library Medical Department. 
University Library College Medicine. 
University Louisville, Library Medical Department. 
University Maryland Medical Library. 

University Minnesota, Library Medical Department. 
Washington University Medical School Library. 

Wayne County Medical Society Library. 

Yale University Library. 
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REGIONAL LIST MEDICAL PERIODICALS. 


reprint recent date from the Proceedings the Connecticut 
State Medical Society (1919, 163-256) bears the title “Yale University 
Library. List Medical Serials the Libraries Connecticut, 
May, This list was prepared Mr. Andrew Keogh, Librarian 
the Yale University includes the titles 919 separate 
medical periodicals and transactions listed alphabetical order, fol- 
lowed alphabetical list public health reports localities and 
valuable subject index the items listed. These items are found 
variously thirteen libraries and institutions the State Con- 
necticut. Such list should immense value public and medical 
libraries larger size, which are the way receiving requests for 
loans from distant cities and the habit granting such loans. Each 
title orients the reader the different libraries which the par- 
ticular periodical contained. For example, correspondent the 
State Connecticut wishes borrow “Virchow’s Archiv” may now 
referred the Library the Bradley Laboratory Yale University 
for the files wants volume the Murphy Clinics, 
may referred the Library the Hartford Medical Society 
and the New Haven Medical Association. The files the Medical 
Library and Historical Journal will found the Library the 
Hartford Medical Society (1903-7), and on. lists this 
kind have already been made the Surgeon-General’s Library 
ington), The Library the New York Academy Medicine, The 
New York State Medical Library (Albany), The John Crerar Library 
(Chicago), The Library Leland Stanford University, California, 
and the Grosvernor Library list, covering the 
medical periodicals the vicinity process prepara- 


tion the hands Dr. Thomas Homer the Boston Public Li- 
brary, and Mr. Andrews the John Crerar Library editing 
union list periodicals and serials taken libraries the Middle 
West. such lists could now made and published for the different 
regions and larger cities the United States and Canada, collection 
this kind would enormous value for the different medical and 
public libraries the country, since the librarian could, each case, 
refer requests from outlying cities libraries those cities cities 
nearby. This would definite step forward the matter com- 
munity service. would get people the various localities better 
acquainted with medical and public libraries their own regions and 
obviate, some extent, the loss and damage sustained the express- 
age heavy, bound medical periodicals over long distances. The 
movement initiated should encouraged the Medical Library Asso- 
ciation. The publication such lists could easily insured 
ing them printed the State Medical Journals the proceedings 
and transactions the State Medical Societies, the case the 
Connecticut lists. complete set such lists could made, 
could eventually consolidated clipping the titles and transferring 
them cards that final union list could eventually secured and 
prepared for publication. 

Mr. Keogh’s list has been admirably prepared. seems accurate 
every respect, and the perspicuity gained the use heavy black 
type and the condensation the information conveyed under each 
title makes model for similar undertakings. deserves the attention 
and study all medical librarians the country. 


INFORMATION TELEPHONE. 


That great time-saver, the telephone, has become such factor 
the busy physician’s office, that information from library now con- 
stantly sought over the which formerly was obtained person. 
Such calls frequently require considerable effort the part the 
attendant, and the library should get credit for the service rendered. 
All sorts questions—from the verification reference searching 
out information—come over the wires, and the library truly 
useful these must answered expeditiously possible. those 
our members who keep track such calls will kindly send their 
methods the new Committee Administration some definite plan 
crediting such calls may determined upon. 
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